
 

Rando Vosges du Nord
randovosgesdunord.fr

Set off to conquer the Falkenstein
Castle and its mysterious neighbor, the
Helfenstein, on this journey between
ponds and forests! 
This forest walk will allow you to discover the
riches of the Pays de Bitche: perched castles,
witnesses of bygone eras, protected ponds, rich
in fragile flora and fauna and out of the ordinary,
imposing sandstone rocks overlooking the hills
and views of the Vosges hills. 

Useful information

Practice : Walking 

Duration : 3 h 15 

Length : 10.2 km 

Trek ascent : 268 m 

Difficulty : Medium 

Type : Loop 

Themes : Étang, Point de vue, 
Château église abbaye 

Falkenstein circuit
Pays de Bitche - Philippsbourg 

Château du Falkenstein (Y Meyer) 
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https://geotrek.parc-vosges-nord.fr/randovosgesdunord.fr


Trek

Departure : Parking at the Hanau pond
Arrival : Parking at the Hanau pond
Markings :  Club Vosgien 
Cities : 1. Philippsbourg
2. Baerenthal

Altimetric profile

 
Min elevation 220 m Max elevation 319 m

From the parking lot, follow the forest road of Hanau pond.

Follow the blue cross towards the pond Lieschbach and the ruins of Falkenstein.
Before camping Hanau, leave the paved road and take the dirt road and Kachler
road. At Lieschbach pond, go around it and follow the path to the ruins of Falkenstein.
Climb to the ruins of Falkenstein, whose visit, instructive, allows to admire splendid
panoramas. Coming down from the castle, you can go to the ruins of Helfenstein, on
an unmarked path. Then return in 2 and follow the yellow triangle to Lieschbach, then
to the Schlossberg Forest House.
Carefully cross the D662 and take the Hoellenderthal path following the yellow drive
towards the Great Dunkelthal Pass. After the old railway line linking Niederbronn-les-
Bains to Bitche, climb to the Col du Grand Dunkelthal then join the Petit Dunkelthal.
At the pass, continue in the direction of the pond Hanau down the yellow rectangle
trail. Cross the D662 again and follow the D162F before entering Kachler Road. Then
follow the small forest path on the left. At Hanau Pond, turn left onto the road to
return to the car park.
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On your path...

 Rocher de l'Abrahamfels (A)   Rocher du Pilsfels (B)  

 Rothenburg Chateau (C)   Grand Dunkelthal Pass (D)  

 Lieschbach Lake (E)   Falkenstein fortified Chateau (F)  

 Helfenstein fortified Chateau
(Ruins) (G) 
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All useful information

 Advices 

Carte IGN : 3713 ET

Possibilité de passer par le rocher du Grand Steinberg plutôt que par l’étang de
Lieschbach.

Attention, le  chemin pour  se rendre du Falkenstein au château de l’Helfenstein
n’est pas balisé, faites attention de ne pas vous égarer !

Au col du Petit Dunkelthal,  possibilité  de se  rendre aux ruines du Ramstein en
suivant l’anneau vert. Revenir ensuite en 4.

En cas de problème, composer le 112.

How to come ? 

Transports

- Car TER jusqu'à Bannstein

- Itinéraires en Alsace : www.vialsace.eu

Access

In Philippsburg, take the D662 towards Eguelshardt then take the D162F on the
right before turning right again into Pond Street.

Advised parking

Parking de l’étang de Hanau, Philippsbourg
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Environmental sensitive areas
Along your trek, you will go through sensitive areas related to the presence of a
specific species or environment. In these areas, an appropriate behaviour allows to
contribute to their preservation. For detailed information, specific forms are
accessible for each area. 

Réserve naturelle nationale des rochers et tourbières du Pays de Bitche

Sensitivity period: January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, October, November, Decembre

Contact: Email : contact@parc-vosges-nord.fr Tél. : 03 88 01 49 59

Créée en 1998, cette réserve naturelle* (RN) est constituée de rochers et de
tourbières dans un environnement de hêtraies-chênaies acidiphiles et de forêts de
pins sylvestres

 Information desks 

Information Office of Niederbronn-
les-Bains - Head Office of Alsace
Verte Tourist Office
6 place de l’Hôtel de Ville, 67110
Niederbronn-les-Bains

tourisme@alsace-verte.com
Tel : +33 (0)3 88 80 89 70
https://www.alsace-verte.com/#ot

Pays de Bitche Tourist Office -
Baerenthal - Philippsbourg branch
1 rue du printemps d'Alsace, 57230
Baerenthal

contact@tourisme-paysdebitche.fr
Tel : + 33 (0)3 87 06 16 16
http://www.tourisme-paysdebitche.fr/

Tourist Office of the Pays de Bitche
2 avenue du Général De Gaulle, 57230
Bitche

contact@tourisme-paysdebitche.fr
Tel : +33 (0)3 87 06 16 16
http://www.tourisme-paysdebitche.fr/
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On your path...

 

  Rocher de l'Abrahamfels (A) 

Rock of the Abrahamfels
Attribution : Guy Schnell - http://www.randoalsacevosges.com

 

 

  Rocher du Pilsfels (B) 

Rock Pilsfels
Attribution : Guy Schnell - http://www.randoalsacevosges.com

 

 

  Rothenburg Chateau (C) 

The castle dates back to the 9th century. It was part of the
County of Bitche in 1353 before becoming a den for knight-
robbers, which earned him to be ravaged by the Strasbourg
militia. It is in ruins since the 16th century. In 1938, he was
integrated into the passive defense system of the Maginot Line
and was occupied by the troops until 1940, but did not know the
fight.
Attribution : SYCOPARC

 

  Grand Dunkelthal Pass (D) 

Located in the north-east of the Moselle, it is the lowest pass of
the forest roads with 291 m of altitude.

 

 

  Lieschbach Lake (E) 

An exceptional site sheltering a rare and fragile fauna and flora.
Classified as a Biological Reserve, it is part of the National
Nature Reserve of the rocks and peat bogs of the Pays de
Bitche. Its bypass offers a beautiful view on the forest and the
surrounding rocks.

Warning: access to the banks and trampling of the
wetland is forbidden.

Attribution : PNRVN - A.Serylo
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  Falkenstein fortified Chateau (F) 

Built in the 12th century by the Count of Lutzelbourg, it owes its
name to the rock overhanging its courtyard, similar to a falcon.
It was rebuilt after a fire caused by lightning in 1564, but its
owner abandoned it to settle in the valley, creating the present
Philippsbourg. A second fire in 1623 destroyed the castle, which
was not rebuilt. Some of its stones were then used to build the
surrounding villages. It was classified as a historical monument
in 1929.
Attribution : PNRVN - A.Serylo

 

 

  Helfenstein fortified Chateau (Ruins) (G) 

Direct neighbor of Falkenstein from which it is separated only by
a ditch still well preserved, its construction dates from 1264,
whereas it would belong to the duke of Lorraine Ferry III. It was
besieged and destroyed by its neighbor in 1435. It served as a
stone quarry and its walls disappeared. Long forgotten, he was
found by Adolphe Malye in the 19th. Today, there are only
scattered blocks engulfed by vegetation. More info here.
Attribution : PNRVN - A.Serylo
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