
Rando Vosges du Nord
randovosgesdunord.fr

This forest crossing allows you to
discover ancient castles and heritage
evoking past eras. 
This crossing from Obersteinbach to Oberbronn
makes it possible to cross the Sauer Valley and
discover the remains of the Castle of
Wittschloessel, used sometimes as a
watchtower, as well as the forges of Jaegerthal,
an activity that has existed there since 1602. 

Useful information

Practice : Mountain Bike

Duration : 2 h 30

Length : 23.1 km

Trek ascent : 604 m

Difficulty : Medium

Type : Crossing

Themes : Histoire & patrimoine, 
Château église abbaye

From Obersteinbach to Oberbronn
Alsace Verte 

(https://pixabay.com/fr/users/thierrydidoli0-699997;) 
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Trek

Departure : Rue principale,
Obersteinbach
Arrival : Rue principale, Obersteinbach
Markings :  Mountainbike 
Cities : 1. Obersteinbach
2. Dambach
3. Windstein
4. Niederbronn-les-Bains
5. Oberbronn

Altimetric profile

Min elevation 189 m Max elevation 391 m

From the parking, turn left towards the town hall to take the D3 towards Bitche.

Continue for 300 m to the junction of the D3 with the D53. Follow the D53 for about
ten meters then turn left on the way up. At 100 m, at the next crossroads, take the
path on the right and follow it for 2 km to the foot of the Wittschloessel ruins. Turn
right on a 50 m descent path and turn left. Join the Wineckerthal pass, side 358.
Downhill gently on the right bank of Soultzbach, on a stabilized path, this on 4 km.
At the junction turn right on the GR®531 to Jaegerthal; path in false flat amount for 1
km until blockhouse then technical and fast descent. At the farm Welschhof, small
passage on the meadow. In the village, take the D53 on the right for 300 m. Take a
left and cross the dike then right along the pond. After 250 m, turn left on the path
uphill. Just before reaching the D53, head to the right and take the GR®531 to hill
301. Continue straight and after 300 m turn left towards the Riesack. Continue to the
forest house Heidenkopf, beautiful view of Niederbronn-les-Bains.
Take the paved road to the Celtic spring of Niederbronn-les-Bains. Take the direction
of the train station. Leave this one, then turn right and go under the railway bridge
then head right. Along the railway, go under the bridge of the N62 and continue
straight for 50 m. Turn left onto the uphill path. After 30 m a pin on the right then
after 60 m a pin on the left. After 350 m, turn left to join the forest house of Reisberg.
After 400 m of paved road, we arrive at a picnic area. Continue straight until the next
area, cross and descend on Oberbronn. Arriving on the D28, head right on the
convent of Oberbronn.
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On your path...

 Wittschloessel Chateau (Ruins) (A)  Jaegerthal Forge (B) 
 Rocher du Heidenkopf (C)  Heidenkopf refuge (D) 
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All useful information

 Advices 

Cartes IGN : 3814 ET et 3714 ET

How to come ? 

Transports

- Ligne 317 - navette du Château de Fleckenstein au départ de la gare de
Wissembourg. Circule les vendredis, samedis, dimanches et jours fériés du mois
de juin au 1er novembre.
https://www.fluo.eu/ftp/document/fp-ligne-317-2021-003-.pdf

- Déplacements dans la région Grand Est :
https://www.fluo.eu/

Access

From Wissembourg, take the D77 then the D3 towards Bitche.

Advised parking

Parking rue principale, Obersteinbach
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Environmental sensitive areas
Along your trek, you will go through sensitive areas related to the presence of a
specific species or environment. In these areas, an appropriate behaviour allows to
contribute to their preservation. For detailed information, specific forms are
accessible for each area. 

Arrêtés préfectoraux de protection de biotope : Falkensteinerbach

Sensitivity period: 

 Information desks 

Information Office of Niederbronn-
les-Bains - Head Office of Alsace
Verte Tourist Office
6 place de l’Hôtel de Ville, 67110
Niederbronn-les-Bains

tourisme@alsace-verte.com
Tel : +33 (0)3 88 80 89 70
https://www.alsace-verte.com/#ot

Office de Tourisme de l'Alsace Verte
- Bureau d'information de Lembach
2 route de Bitche, 67510 Lembach

tourisme@alsace-verte.com
Tel : +33(0)3 88 86 71 45
https://www.alsace-verte.com/#ot
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On your path...

 Wittschloessel Chateau (Ruins) (A) 

The Wittschloessel castle was a simple watchtower on a rocky
ridge overlooking the Obersteinbach valley; only a few remains
of the sandstone walls remain.

The history of this castle is not well known; it was destroyed at
the end of the 17th century.

Attribution : http://www.randoalsacevosges.com

 Jaegerthal Forge (B) 

A first forge was built in 1602 on behalf of the Hanau
Lichtenberg. Ruined during the Thirty Years War, it was replaced
by another in 1684, consisting of a blast furnace, two forges
and a martinet. The blast furnace stopped in 1885 then the
activity in 1890. One can see there the stone coal hall, the iron
shop, the employee's lodging on the floor, the hydraulic
installation on the Schwartzbach. The blast furnace was in the
lower part of the hamlet. (Sources: Mérimée)
Attribution : JP Jenny

 Rocher du Heidenkopf (C) 

Rocher du Heidenkopf

Attribution : SYCOPARC

 Heidenkopf refuge (D) 

Abri du Heidenkopf, cabane non gardée (altitude: 280 m)
situé(e) à 4,75 km.

Plus d'infos : http://www.refuges.info/point/2796/cabane-non-
gardee/Vosges-du-Nord/Abri-du-Heidenkopf/

Attribution : http://www.refuges.info
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